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Message from Director, Central Narcotics Bureau 

 
Singapore’s comprehensive approach to tackling both drug supply and demand has enabled our 
country to remain relatively drug-free.  
 
However, we face challenges. The global and regional drug situations remain worrying. Notably, 
the production and trafficking of methamphetamine have increased to alarming levels, and the 
market for new psychoactive substances (NPS) continues to evolve. There is also a push in 
some countries for alternative, liberal drug policies. 
 
There are two key areas of concern. First, there continues to be a significant proportion of new 
drug abusers arrested who are under 30 years old (64%). Second, there was an 11% year-on-
year increase in drug abusers arrested in 2018, primarily NPS and methamphetamine abusers.  
 
Against this challenging backdrop, the Central Narcotics Bureau (CNB) mounted intensive 
enforcement operations in 2018. We dismantled 26 drug syndicates, and worked closely with 
other Home Team agencies to conduct close to 1,600 operations targeting drug traffickers and 
abusers across Singapore, including at our land, air and sea checkpoints to intercept drugs 
entering Singapore.  
 
Beyond enforcement, CNB continued to enhance our preventive drug education (PDE) efforts, 
as the first line of defence against demand for drugs. For instance, we stepped up collaboration 
with our United Against Drugs Coalition partners and Anti-Drug Advocates to implement PDE 
initiatives to reach out to more youths.  
 
Our fight against drugs is an ongoing effort that requires the support of the community. On the 
Government’s part, we continuously review our approach to ensure that it keeps pace with the 
evolving drug landscape. For example, the amendments to the Misuse of Drugs Act in January 
2019 strengthen our enforcement powers, and also enhance the rehabilitation regime.  
 
The community can play its part by speaking up fervently against drug abuse and spreading the 
anti-drug message.  
 
Together, we will keep Singapore drug-free. 
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OVERVIEW OF SINGAPORE’S DRUG SITUATION IN 2018 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 
1. Areas of concern  

 The proportion of new drug abusers remained high - about 40% of drug abusers 
arrested in 2018 were new abusers. 

 About two-thirds (64%) of new drug abusers arrested were under 30 years old. 
 
2. Sustained enforcement efforts to curb drug supply and demand 

 CNB mounts intensive enforcement efforts against drugs and works closely with Home 
Team agencies to keep Singapore drug-free.  
o In 2018, together with the Singapore Police Force and the Immigration and 

Checkpoints Authority, CNB conducted 19 island-wide operations targeting drug 
traffickers and abusers as well as 1,575 operations at our checkpoints to intercept 
attempts to smuggle drugs into Singapore. CNB also carried out several major 
operations which crippled 26 drug syndicates.  
 

3. Enhancing outreach to youths 

 CNB produced various resource materials to support persons-of-influence, such as 
parents and educators, in engaging youths under their care so that they are aware of 
the harms of drug abuse and how to stay away from drugs.   

 Recognising the importance of peer influence, CNB has established a network of youth 
Anti-Drug Advocates, who help to spread the anti-drug message to their peer circles 
through various platforms.   

 
4. Amendments to Misuse of Drugs Act (MDA)  

 The changes to the MDA criminalises contaminative acts which facilitate or promote 
drug use, as well as acts of endangerment, such as exposing a child to drugs or drug 
paraphernalia, or permitting a young person to abuse drugs. Parents of youth drug 
abusers under CNB’s supervision order will also need to attend the counselling 
sessions with their child.  

 The changes to the MDA also strengthens the rehabilitation regime for drug abusers to 
provide them with more support to break the cycle of addiction and reintegrate into 
society. Those who only abuse drugs, without facing other concurrent charges, will be 
channelled to rehabilitation if they admit to drug abuse. Drug abusers who face other 
concurrent charges will continue to be charged and be liable for sentencing to long-
term imprisonment, if applicable.  
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LOCAL DRUG SITUATION IN 2018 
 
In 2018, CNB arrested a total of 3,439 drug abusers - an 11% increase over the 3,091 drug 
abusers arrested in 2017. This can be attributed to an increase in the number of NPS and 
methamphetamine abusers. In particular, the increase in NPS abusers was a result of 
sustained enforcement efforts targeting NPS abuse and enhancements in detection 
capabilities.  
 
The number of repeat drug abusers arrested increased by 13% to 2,075 in 2018 from 1,842 
in 2017. The number of new drug abusers arrested increased by 9% to 1,364 in 2018 from 
1,249 in 2017. Close to two-thirds of new abusers arrested were under 30 years old. 
 
The drugs seized in 2018 were estimated to have a street value of about $6.91 million. There 
was a 57% increase in seizures of heroin to 58.02kg in 2018, from 36.92kg in 2017. Cannabis 
seizures saw a 40% increase to 61.77kg in 2018, from 44.05kg in 2017. Seizures of crystalline 
methamphetamine - more commonly known as ‘Ice’ - saw a 13% decrease to 19.33kg in 2018, 
from 22.18kg in 2017.  
 
Methamphetamine, heroin and NPS were the three most commonly abused drugs in 2018, 
with 93% of drug abusers arrested abusing at least one of these three drugs. For new drug 
abusers, methamphetamine, cannabis and NPS were the three most commonly abused 
drugs. 
 
GLOBAL DRUG SITUATION 
 
The regional drug situation remains of great concern. Data from the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime (UNODC) World Drug Report 2018 showed that Southeast Asia is one of 
the world’s largest methamphetamine markets, as well as the second largest opium and heroin 
market. It also noted that the NPS market continues to evolve and grow quickly.  
 
In particular, methamphetamine production and trafficking in the region rose to an all-time high 
in 20181. The UNODC reported that crystalline methamphetamine seizures in East and South-
East Asia almost tripled from 2013 to 2016, reaching 30 tons2. The UNODC also reported that 
the production of synthetic drugs in the Mekong Region, and Myanmar in particular, has 
reached “alarming levels”.  
 

Close proximity to such large scale drug production regions places Singapore at a high risk of 
being a target for drug trafficking syndicates. Given the transnational nature of drug trafficking, 
cross-border collaborations are crucial. CNB actively collaborates with its regional 
counterparts to tackle the transnational activities of drug syndicates. In 2018, CNB conducted 
19 joint operations with its international counterparts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
1 ‘Asia targets chemicals used to make drugs as crisis escalates, The Straits Times, 8 Nov 2018 
2 ‘World Drug Report 2018 – Booklet 3’, page 57, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), 2018 
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Drug Seizures in 2018 
 

Drug type 2017 2018 
% change 
in seizure 

Estimated 
market 
value 
2017 

Estimated 
market 
value 
2018 

Heroin No.3 36.92kg  58.02kg +57.2% 

≈ $6.63 
million 

≈ $6.91 
million 

Methamphetamine (‘Ice’) 22.18kg 19.33kg - 12.8% 

Cannabis 44.05kg 61.77kg + 40.2% 

Cocaine 66.41g 2,746.81g + 4,036.1%3 

‘Ecstasy’ 4,743.5 
tablets + 
11.43 g 

3,898 
tablets + 
5.50 g 

- 17.8% 
(tablets) 
- 51.9% 
(weight) 

Methamphetamine 
tablets (‘Yaba’) 

827 tablets 5,236 
tablets 

+ 533.1% 

Ketamine 1.01kg 1.14kg + 12.9% 

Nimetazepam 19,580 
tablets 

7,873 
tablets 

- 59.8% 

Buprenorphine 
(‘Subutex’) 

NIL NIL - 

New Psychoactive 
Substances (NPS) (e.g. 
synthetic cannabinoids, 

synthetic cathinones 
etc.) 

642 tablets 
+ 3,543.93g 

437 
tablets + 

8,171.50g 
+ 66 

bottles4 + 
31 stamps 

- 31.9% 
(tablets) 

+ 130.6% 
(weight) 

 
 

                                                           
3 Mainly due to a single large seizure from a transit case 
4 66 liquid-filled bottles of various volumes 
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Local Drug Abusers - Overall 
 
CNB arrested 3,439 drug abusers in 2018. This was an 11% increase from the 3,091 drug 
abusers arrested in 2017. New abusers arrested increased by 9% to 1,364 in 2018 from 1,249 
in 2017. New abusers continue to form a significant proportion (40%) of all abusers arrested. 
Refer to Chart 1. 
 
 
 
   
 
 

 
 
Drug Abusers - By Drug Type 
 
Methamphetamine and heroin remained the two most commonly abused drugs in Singapore. 
2,142 methamphetamine abusers (62%) and 700 heroin abusers (20%) were arrested in 2018. 
NPS overtook cannabis as the third most-commonly abused drug, with 343 NPS abusers 
(10%) arrested in 2018. Refer to Chart 2. 
 
 

   
*Others include Cocaine, Dihydrocodeine, Ketamine and Nimetazepam 
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Chart 2: Total abusers by drug type 
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Of the 3,439 drug abusers arrested in 2018, 480 abusers (14%) were poly-drug abusers who 
abused more than one type of drug. Refer to Chart 2a. 
 
 

 
 
Methamphetamine abusers made up the largest proportion of all new abusers. Of the 1,364 
new abusers arrested in 2018, 1,019 (75%) abused methamphetamine. Cannabis was the 
second most commonly abused drug among new abusers. NPS overtook heroin as the third 
most commonly abused drug among new abusers. Refer to Chart 2b. 
 
  

 
  *Others include Cocaine, Dihydrocodeine, Ketamine and Nimetazepam 
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Drug Abusers - By Ethnic Group 
 
The number of abusers arrested increased across all ethnic groups. In 2018, the number of 
Chinese abusers arrested increased by 4% to 975 in 2018 from 934 in 2017. The number of 
Malay abusers arrested increased by 9% to 1,760 in 2018 from 1,618 in 2017. The number of 
Indian abusers arrested increased by 31% to 607 in 2018 from 465 in 2017. The “Others” 
category also increased by 31% to 97 in 2018 from 74 in 2017. Refer to Chart 3.  
 
 

 
The number of new abusers arrested also registered an increase across all ethnic groups. 
The number of new Chinese abusers arrested increased by 1% to 404 in 2018 from 401 in 
2017. The number of new Malay abusers arrested increased by 6% to 672 in 2018 from 632 
in 2017. The number of new Indian abusers increased by 38% to 233 in 2018 from 169 in 
2017. Refer to Chart 3a. 
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Drug Abusers Arrested - By Age 
 
40% (1,370) of all drug abusers arrested in 2018 were below 30 years old. Drug abusers in 
the 20 to 29 age group continued to form the largest group of abusers in 2018. Refer to Chart 
4. 
 
 

 
The number of new abusers arrested increased across all age groups. Close to two-thirds 
(875 or 64%) of all new abusers arrested in 2018 were aged below 30. Refer to Chart 4a.  
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INHALANT ABUSE SITUATION IN 2018 
 
There was an 8% decrease in the total number of inhalant abusers arrested, to 34 in 2018 
from 37 in 2017. Refer to Chart 5.  
 

 
The number of inhalant abusers arrested in 2018 decreased across most age groups, except 
for the 30 to 39 age group and the 50 to 59 age group. Inhalant abusers aged 30 to 39 formed 
the largest proportion at 32% (11 abusers) in 2018. Refer to Chart 6.  
 

  
The majority of inhalant abusers arrested in 2018 were Chinese. Refer to Chart 7. 
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PREVENTIVE DRUG EDUCATION AS A KEY STRATEGY 
 
Preventive drug education (PDE) continues to be a key component of our drug control strategy 
to ensure that youths do not become the next generation of drug abusers. CNB has launched 
various social media campaigns and community outreach programmes to engage the younger 
audience and to counter misinformation about drugs. It is important to equip youths with the 
correct facts so that they are able to make informed choices, embrace a drug-free lifestyle and 
influence those around them positively. 
  
Support from the community is critical in the fight against drugs. CNB works actively with 
various groups in the community to boost awareness of the harms of drugs, and encourage 
advocacy against drugs. For example, we rally youths’ participation in the Anti-Drug Advocate 
(ADA) programme and partner organisations from the government, non-government 
organisations and private sector organisations under the United Against Drugs Coalition 
(UADC).  
 
Highlights of the PDE initiatives in 2018 can be found at Annex.  
 
 
ISSUED BY: 
CENTRAL NARCOTICS BUREAU 
24 JUNE 2019 
 
 
 
NOTE: 2018 figures are confirmed. In this report, 2018 refers to the period 1 January 2018 to 
31 December 2018. 
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ANNEX 
 

Social Media Campaigns  
CNB continues to reach out to youths via online platforms: 
  

 Between November 2017 and February 2018, 
CNB produced three sets of infographics and 
digital visual displays featuring our Anti-Drug 
Advocates. The infographics and digital visual 
displays were published on social media 
platforms (Facebook and Instagram), on 
websites that are popular with youths, as well 
as at selected bus-stop shelters.   

 

 
 #TheStruggle social media series featured 

stories from ex-drug offenders to emphasise 
the negative impact and consequences of 
drug abuse. The videos conveyed messages 
on the harms of drug abuse through first-
person accounts and heartfelt sharing from 
ex-drug offenders.  

 

 
 CNB produced videos and infographics which 

addressed misconceptions about cannabis. 
These were featured on the 
CNB.DrugFreeSG social media handles to 
reach out to a wide audience.  
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Online Videos on the Harms of Drug Abuse 

 Between December 2017 and February 2018, 
CNB launched a series of three videos to 
bring home the message on the harms that 
drug abuse cause to abusers and other silent 
victims.   
o “Unattended” is a Malay language short 

film told from the point of view of the 
children of drug abusers, and highlighted 
the impact of drug abuse on the young and 
vulnerable.  

o “Chasing Butterflies” followed a protagonist 
as she spiralled downwards from abusing 
methamphetamine (or ‘Ice’). 

o In “Enoch”, Enoch Teo revealed his 
troubled past with gangs and drugs, and 
shared an emotional moment as he spoke 
of the loss of a close friend to drugs. Enoch 
is now the director and co-founder of 
Garcons – a restaurant chain serving 
French cuisine, and is committed to guiding 
troubled youths in finding their passion.  

 

 
 

Anti-Drug Video Competition 2018 

 Held between February and June 2018, the 
Anti-Drug Video Competition offered youths 
interested in video production an avenue to 
creatively express their understanding of the 
harms of drugs. A workshop was also held in 
March 2018 for participants to learn 
filmmaking techniques from a professional 
videographer before the competition. As a 
post-competition publicity, a Say #Slay social 
media contest was held in August 2018 to 
showcase the winning entries and raise public 
awareness. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Collaboration with Institutes of Higher 
Learning for PDE videos 

 CNB collaborated with ITE College West’s 
Digital Audio and Video Production students 
to produce a PDE video as part of their final 
year project. Through the students’ 
perspective, the short film, titled “Dian”, 
emphasises how one can always make the 
right choice to stay away from drug abuse. 
The video is targeted to be launched on CNB’s 
social media platforms in 2019. 
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Community Roadshow @ Bedok 

 CNB’s first Community Roadshow was held at 
Bedok Town Square on 7 and 8 April 2018 as 
the start of efforts to establish a strong drug-
free presence in the heartlands and actively 
engage the community. The event featured a 
series of fun and interactive activities to 
promote adoption of a drug-free lifestyle and 
garner support for the Drug-Free Singapore 
movement. More than 3,000 members of the 
public attended the roadshow.  
 

 

 

PDE illustrated book for young children 

 CNB collaborated with young illustrators, Ms 
Jillian Khoo and Ms Teh Yu Yin, who are 
alumni of Nanyang Polytechnic, to 
conceptualise, design and produce an 
illustrated book for children between 7 and 9 
years old. Titled “Captain Drug Buster vs Dr 
Wacko: The Final Showdown”, the book is a 
useful anti-drug resource for parents to better 
engage their young children on the topic of 
drugs, and can also serve to help educate 
them on the harms of drug abuse and how to 
avoid getting involved with drugs. The book 
was launched in December 2018 and is 
available for loan from public libraries. It will 
be distributed to all primary school libraries in 
early 2019. An online version is also available 
on the CNB corporate website. 

 

 

 

PDE Virtual Reality Simulation – Paranoia  
 Paranoia, a single-user Virtual Reality (VR) 

simulation, was developed in collaboration 
with Nanyang Polytechnic’s School of 
Interactive and Digital Media, and officially 
launched at the CNB Workplan Seminar in 
May 2018. The simulation replicated the 
physiological effects of methamphetamine (or 
‘Ice’) abuse. The simulation sought to offer 
youths a slice of ‘reality’ at how drug abuse 
can adversely impact their well-being, and the 
simulated physiological effects included 
paranoia, hallucination, and a loss of balance 
and co-ordination. Two scenarios with 
different endings were developed for the 
simulation, to enhance gameplay.   
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3D Anti-Drug Lift Stickers at Institutes of 
Higher Learning 

 In order to increase anti-drug awareness in 
educational institutions and public spaces, 
CNB produced 3D anti-drug lift stickers to 
dispel the myth that drugs bring about a 
sense of euphoria. The stickers highlight how 
drugs can adversely affect one’s perception 
of reality. Users see a calming visual of 
clouds as they stand in front of the lift exterior, 
but step onto a skyscraper’s ledge upon 
entering the lift, which gives them the illusion 
that they are falling. The lift stickers were 
installed in eight educational institutions 
between May and December 2018, and in 
three public shopping malls in early 2019. 
 

 

 

Anti-drug Ambassador Activity (AAA) booklet 

 The Anti-drug Ambassador Activity (AAA), in 
the form of an activity booklet, serves to 
impart anti-drug messages to children aged 
between 10 and 12. Distributed annually to 
primary schools and community 
organisations, the booklet has interactive and 
self-exploratory activities designed to engage 
and equip the children with relevant 
knowledge on the dangers of drug abuse. In 
2018, a total of 113 schools/organisations and 
close to 44,500 children took part in these 
activities. 

 An anti-drug montage competition was also 
held alongside the activities for the children to 
show their strong support for the Drug-Free 
Singapore cause through their artwork. 

 

 

Youth Anti-Drug Advocate (ADA) Programme 

 The ADA programme identifies and equips 
youth advocates with the knowledge to 
spread anti-drug messages. Advocates are 
encouraged to speak out on the anti-drug 
cause and to generate support within their 
own circle of friends as well as other youths. 
Youths who sign up will gain an 
understanding of Singapore’s drug policies 
and the harmful effects of drugs. As part of 
the experiential learning, they will also visit 
halfway houses and drug rehabilitation 
centres to hear first-hand accounts of the 
harms of drug abuse.  

 Ms Tan Ruo Lin, one of the ADAs, 
conceptualised the design of an anti-drug 
water bottle label. She led in the distribution 
of 300 exam welfare packs in NUS in 
November 2018 which included water bottles 
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with the anti-drug label. This initiative sought 
to remind students to adopt a drug-free 
lifestyle amidst the stressful exam period. 

 In March 2018, Ms Nur Afikah Norazmi 
became our first youth delegate to represent 
Singapore at the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime Youth Forum. She was 
selected for her passion and dedication in 
advocating for a drug-free Singapore. Afikah 
continues to reach out to her peers to join the 
fight against drug abuse and has published 
an anti-drug article on the Youth Initiative 
Magazine. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

United Against Drugs Coalition (UADC) 

 The United Against Drugs Coalition (UADC) 
continues to be an effective anti-drug alliance 
that rallies support from local firms to raise 
awareness on drug abuse in our society. 
There are now more than 60 organisations in 
the UADC.  
 

 

 
 

Anti-Drug Abuse Advocacy (A3) Network 

 The Anti-Drug Abuse Advocacy (A3) Network 
was established by the National Council 
Against Drug Abuse (NCADA) in 2016. It 
brings together individuals who are 
passionate about keeping Singapore drug-
free, and provides them with advocacy 
training and updates on local drug issues and 
trends. This allows them to stay updated on 
the local drug situation, and facilitates their 
efforts in garnering support for a drug-free 
Singapore. There are now more than 550 A3 
advocates. 

 

 

 

Dadah Itu Haram Campaign 

 The Dadah Itu Haram (DIH) campaign is a 
ground-up community initiative which 
supports the anti-drug efforts within the 
Muslim community. It aims to rally the Muslim 
community and strengthen its resilience 
against the harms of drug abuse. The 
campaign has made significant strides since 
its launch in April 2017. Around 300 
volunteers and advocates have come on 
board and they have reached out to over 
100,000 people. Campaign partners have 
also demonstrated strong support in helping 
to spread the anti-drug message to various 
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segments of the community. In November 
2018, cycling group Flowriders and Al-
Mawaddah mosque collaborated to organise 
cycling events to encourage students to adopt 
a healthy lifestyle and to stay away from 
drugs.   

 

 

Anti-Drug Abuse Campaign (ADAC)  

 The Year 2018 marked CNB’s 23rd ADAC, 
organised in conjunction with the 
International Day Against Drug Abuse and 
Illicit Trafficking on 26 June every year.  

 

 DrugFreeSG Light-Up event 
o For the very first time, iconic landmarks 

and buildings in the Marina Bay vicinity as 
well as HarbourFront (Sentosa) were 
illuminated in green and white on 26 June 
2018 in support of the anti-drug cause. 
Donned in the colours of the Anti-Drug 
Ribbon, the inaugural DrugFreeSG Light-
Up was held in conjunction with the 
International Day Against Drug Abuse 
and Illicit Trafficking, as a symbolic act of 
our united stand against drugs in 
Singapore. A flash mob featuring 30 
dancers and a roving social media contest 
“#illumin8”  held in the vicinity also 
encouraged the public to come forth and 
pledge for a drug-free Singapore. 

 

 DanceWorks! Competition  
o Held in conjunction with the annual ADAC, 

DanceWorks! is an anti-drug dance 
competition that provides a vibrant platform 
for youths to spread anti-drug messages 
through dance. The 20th edition of 
DanceWorks! was held at Clarke Quay over 
two days on 7 and 8 July 2018. The 
competition aimed to encourage youths to 
lead a drug-free lifestyle through dance, and 
was open to youths from schools and 
community organisations in Singapore. 
Participants were encouraged to 
incorporate anti-drug messages to develop 
a constructive storyline for their 
performance. Danceworks! 2018 also saw 
the continuation of the ‘2 vs 2 All Styles 
Battle’ section, which promotes anti-drug 
awareness to older youths. It featured a duo 
dance battle format, requiring older 
participants to pair with younger ones for 
the competition. 
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Launch of Drug-Free Zone (DFZ) decals 

 In January 2018, CNB collaborated with 
Assumption Pathway School to conduct a 
design competition for their Year 3 and 4 
Publications CCA students to design a decal 
for the Drug-Free Zone Campaign.  The 
campaign aimed to promote the anti-drug 
message to students, to develop students’ 
potential and to publicise their works to United 
Against Drugs Coalition partners and 
members of the public. The decal was 
launched at CNB’s first Community 
Roadshow in Bedok.  

 

 

 

 

ASEAN PDE Portal  
At the 37th ASEAN Senior Officials on Drug 
Matters (ASOD) meeting in August 2016, 
CNB mooted the idea of developing a PDE 
resource portal to facilitate the sharing of 
resources and best practices in content 
development and delivery among the ASEAN 
PDE community.  The project could also help 
member countries with a less advanced 
media industry to develop PDE resources, 
and achieve cost savings in design and 
planning. On 19 February 2018, the ASEAN 
PDE Portal [www.aseanpde.org] was fully 
deployed online as a proof-of-concept with 
curated PDE resources from CNB and 
Thailand. CNB will continue to solicit 
contributions from member countries for the 
portal, so that they can build on one another’s 
experiences to collectively strengthen the 
PDE efforts within ASEAN. 
 

 

 

 


