Overview of Singapore’s Drug Situation in 2017

Message from Director, Central Narcotics Bureau
While the local drug situation remained stable in 2017, there are two areas of concern. A high
proportion of 40% of the drug abusers arrested in 2017 were new abusers. Second, a significant
proportion of these new abusers arrested were below 30 years of age (about 64%).
The regional and global drug situations remain challenging. Drug syndicates continue to profit
from ensnaring people into the vicious drug cycle. The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC) reported that global seizures of amphetamine-type stimulants have doubled from 93
tons in 2010 to 191 tons in 2015.1 64 tons of methamphetamine were seized in East and South
East Asia alone, which made up the largest proportion of total global methamphetamine seizures
among all the regions.2 Global opium production increased by one-third from 4,770 tons in 2015
to around 6,380 tons in 2016.
The Central Narcotics Bureau (CNB) remains steadfast and committed in the fight against drugs
and will maintain an intense level of enforcement. Major operations led by CNB crippled the
operations of 23 drug syndicates in 2017. CNB, supported by the Singapore Police Force (SPF),
conducted 19 island-wide operations targeting drug traffickers and abusers. Together with SPF
and the Immigration & Checkpoints Authority (ICA), CNB also conducted 1,661 operations at the
land, air and sea checkpoints to intercept drugs entering Singapore.
Beyond enforcement, CNB undertakes preventive drug education efforts to spread the drug-free
message and raise awareness of the harms of drugs. We are working with our United Against
Drugs Coalition partners and our Anti-Drug Advocates to educate a wider audience and to
encourage individuals to embrace a drug-free lifestyle. We want to stem the drug-abuse problem
upstream.
CNB cannot win the fight against drugs alone. A drug-free Singapore requires the collective effort
of the Government and community. We urge everyone to speak up and take a strong stand
against drugs, so that we can keep Singapore safe and drug-free for our loved ones.
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Source: World Drug Report 2017 released by UNODC.
Ibid.
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Highlights
1. Areas of concern
 The proportion of new drug abusers remains high; about 40% of drug abusers arrested
in 2017 were new abusers.
 About two-thirds (64%) of new drug abusers arrested were under 30 years of age.
2. Enhancing outreach to promote the drug-free message among youths
 The National Council Against Drug Abuse (NCADA) Youth and Public Perception
Survey 2015/63 found that while the majority of respondents were supportive of
Singapore’s zero-tolerance approach towards drugs, a growing number of youths
displayed more liberal attitudes towards drugs. The survey also revealed that 58% of
youths said they learnt about drug-related content via social media. Given such
attitudes amongst youths, CNB expanded its social media and youth community
outreach efforts.
 Support from the community remains important in the fight against drugs. The United
Against Drugs Coalition (UADC), an anti-drug coalition made up of local organisations
and business enterprises, lent their support by presenting a united front in the fight
against drugs and helping to convey the anti-drug message further and to a wider group
of audience.
3. Sustained enforcement efforts to curb drug supply and demand
 CNB continues to maintain intensive enforcement efforts against drugs and works
closely with Home Team counterparts to keep our streets drug-free. In 2017, CNB,
supported by the SPF, conducted 19 island-wide operations targeting drug traffickers
and abusers. Together with SPF and the ICA, CNB also conducted 1,661 operations at
the land, air and sea checkpoints to intercept drugs entering Singapore. Major
operations led by CNB crippled 23 drug syndicates.
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The report on the NCADA Youth and Public Perception Survey 2015/6 was released in April 2017. A copy of the
report can be found at this URL: https://www.ncada.org.sg/docs/default-source/what-we-know/release-of-ncadaperception-survey-2015-2016-results5408f493a45c6266b305ff00000462c8.pdf
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LOCAL DRUG SITUATION IN 2017
CNB arrested a total of 3,091 drug abusers in 2017. This was a 5% decrease from the 3,265
drug abusers arrested in 2016. The number of repeat drug abusers arrested decreased by
4%, to 1,842 in 2017 from 1,917 in 2016. The number of new drug abusers arrested also
decreased by 7%, to 1,249 in 2017 from 1,348 in 2016. Close to two-thirds of new abusers
arrested were under 30 years old.
The drugs seized in 2017 were estimated to have a street value of about $6.63 million. There
was a 21% increase in seizures in crystalline methamphetamine - more commonly known as
‘Ice’ - to 22.18 kg in 2017 from 18.27 kg in 2016. Heroin and cannabis seizures decreased
compared to 2016. Heroin seizures saw a 30% decrease to 36.92 kg in 2017. Cannabis
seizures saw a 18% decrease to 44.05 kg in 2017.
Methamphetamine, heroin and cannabis continued to be the most commonly abused drugs.
98% of drug abusers arrested abused at least one of these three drugs. For new drug abusers,
methamphetamine (80%) and cannabis (13%) continued to be the most commonly abused
drugs.
GLOBAL DRUG SITUATION
The regional and global drug situations continue to worsen. The United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime (UNODC) reported that global seizures of amphetamine-type stimulants
have doubled from 93 tons in 2010 to 191 tons in 2015, of which methamphetamine
constituted 132 tons. 4 64 tons of methamphetamine were seized in East and South East Asia
in 2015, which contributed to the largest proportion of the global methamphetamine seizures
in the same year.5 Global opium production increased by one-third from 4,770 tons in 2015 to
around 6,380 tons in 2016. There have also been reports of drug production and drug
production points in the region near us.6 The close proximity places Singapore at even greater
risk of being a destination for drug trafficking syndicates.
CNB actively works with its regional counterparts to tackle the drug menace. In 2017, CNB
conducted 12 joint operations with its counterparts, of which seven operations were conducted
with the Narcotics Crime Investigation Department (NCID) of the Royal Malaysian Police
(RMP).

4

Source: World Drug Report 2017 released by UNODC.
Ibid.
6 Examples of news reports on clandestine drug production in Malaysia include:

https://www.nst.com.my/news/2017/02/212174/sting-nabs-six-suspects-uncovers-drug-laboratory-igp

https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts/2017/05/238199/penang-drug-lab-busted-narcotics-worthrm22-mil-seized

http://www.themalaymailonline.com/malaysia/article/police-nab-man-for-allegedly-operating-mini-druglaboratory-seize-pistols#XQf5hLk1RuQEFlr3.99

http://www.themalaysianinsight.com/s/12080/

http://www.themalaymailonline.com/malaysia/article/police-bust-johor-drug-ring-nab-rm32.4m-in-drugseight-suspected-trafficker#pBgIP2WSqAkcpJzG.99

http://www.thesundaily.my/news/2017/11/07/police-smash-family-run-drug-lab-klang
5
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Drug Seizures in 2017

Drug type

2016

2017

% change in
seizure

Heroin No.3

52.41 kg

36.92 kg

- 29.6%

Methamphetamine
(‘Ice’)

18.27 kg

22.18 kg

+ 21.4%

Cannabis

54.01 kg

44.05 kg

- 18.4%

Cocaine

2.00 g

66.41 g

+ 3,220.5%

‘Ecstasy’

3,891
tablets +
97.94 g

4,743.5
tablets +
11.43 g

+ 21.9% (tablets)
- 88.3% (weight)

Methamphetamine
tablets (‘Yaba’)

242 tablets

827 tablets

+ 241.7%

Ketamine

1.53 kg

1.01 kg

- 34.0%

Nimetazepam

19,550
tablets +
9.41g

19,580
tablets

+ 0.2% (tablets)
- 100.0% (weight)

Buprenorphine
(‘Subutex’)

NIL

NIL

-

New Psychoactive
Substances (NPS)
(e.g. synthetic
cannabinoids,
synthetic
cathinones etc.)

1,769
tablets +
87.17 g

642 tablets +
3,543.93 g

Estimated
market
value
2016

Estimated
market
value
2017

≈ $7.98
million

≈ $6.63
million

- 63.7% (tablets)
+ 3,965.5% (weight)
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Local Drug Abusers - Overall
CNB arrested 3,091 drug abusers in 2017. This was a 5% decrease from the 3,265 drug
abusers arrested in 2016. New abusers arrested also decreased by 7%, to 1,249 in 2017 from
1,348 in 2016. However, new abusers continue to form a significant proportion (40%) of all
abusers arrested. Refer to Chart 1.
Chart 1: Total and new drug abusers
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Drug Abusers - By Drug Type
Methamphetamine and heroin remain the two most commonly abused drugs in Singapore.
1,991 methamphetamine abusers (64%) and 848 heroin abusers (27%) were arrested in 2017.
Cannabis was the third most-commonly abused drug, with 204 cannabis abusers (7%)
arrested in 2017. Refer to Chart 2.
Chart 2: Total abusers by drug type
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Of the 3,091 drug abusers arrested in 2017, 521 abusers (17%) were poly-drug abusers who
abused more than one type of drug. Refer to Chart 2a.
Chart 2a: Breakdown of single/poly-drug abusers in 2017
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Methamphetamine abusers made up the largest proportion of all new abusers. Of the 1,249
new abusers arrested in 2017, 999 (80%) had abused methamphetamine. Cannabis was the
second most commonly abused drug among new abusers. Refer to Chart 2b.
Chart 2b: Total new abusers by drug type
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Drug Abusers - By Ethnic Group
The number of abusers arrested decreased across all ethnic groups. In 2017, the number of
Malay abusers arrested decreased by 6%, to 1,618 in 2017 from 1,713 in 2016. Refer to Chart
3.
Chart 3: Total abusers by ethnic group
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Among the new abusers, there was a decrease across most ethnic groups except for Chinese
new abusers. New Malay abusers arrested decreased by 13%, to 632 in 2017 from 729 in
2016. New abusers from the “Others” ethnic group decreased by 11%, to 47 in 2017 from 53
in 2016. New Indian abusers also decreased by 11%, to 169 in 2017 from 189 in 2016. On the
other hand, the number of new Chinese abusers arrested increased by 6%, to 401 in 2017
from 377 in 2016. Refer to Chart 3a.
Chart 3a: New abusers by ethnic group
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Drug Abusers Arrested - By Age
40% (1,234) of all drug abusers arrested in 2017 were below 30 years old. Drug abusers in
the 20-29 age group continued to form the largest group of abusers in 2017. Refer to Chart 4.
Chart 4: Total abusers by age
1100
1000
900
800
700
600
500
400
300
200
100
0

1,064
956
774 778
618

537
419 402

277 278

113140
Below 20

20-29

30-39

2016

40-49

50-59

60 &
above

2017

There was a decrease in new abusers aged below 40. Close to two-thirds (800 or 64%) of all
new abusers arrested in 2017 were aged below 30. Nearly half (565 or 45%) of all new abusers
arrested in 2017 belonged to the 20 to 29 age group. Refer to Chart 4a.
Chart 4a: New abusers by age
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INHALANT ABUSE SITUATION IN 2017
There was a 59% decrease in the total number of inhalant abusers arrested, to 37 in 2017
from 91 in 2016. Refer to Chart 5.

Chart 5: Inhalant abuse situation
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The number of inhalant abusers arrested in 2017 decreased across most age groups, except
for the “20-29” group. Inhalant abusers aged 20-29 as well as those aged 40-49 formed the
largest proportion at 32% each (12 abusers each) in 2017. Refer to Chart 6.

Chart 6: Inhalant abusers by age group
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Similar to 2016, the majority of inhalant abusers arrested in 2017 were Chinese. Refer to Chart
7.
Chart 7: Inhalant abusers by ethnic group
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PREVENTIVE DRUG EDUCATION IS A KEY STRATEGY
While the total number of drug abusers and new drug abusers arrested fell in 2017, the
proportion of new young drug abusers remains of concern. Those below the age of 30 made
up nearly two-thirds (64%) of all new drug abusers arrested. As the NCADA Youth and Public
Perception Survey 2015/67 had found, a growing number of youths are displaying more liberal
attitudes towards drugs. While a majority of them still hold negative views towards drugs, there
has been an increase in liberal attitudes, up from 11% in 2013 to 16% in 2016 for those aged
13 to 21 years8. The survey also revealed that 58% of youths said they learnt about drugrelated content via social media. Nevertheless, at least 94% of all youths (under 30 years old)
were confident in their ability to resist peer pressure and to say no to drugs. The key deterrent
for them was our strict anti-drug laws.
New young abusers may form the next generation of drug addicts. That is why Preventive
Drug Education (PDE) remains one of CNB’s key drug control strategies. CNB expanded its
social media and community outreach efforts through the use of bite-sized posts on our
CNB.DrugFreeSG social media platforms, to encourage youths to lead a drug-free lifestyle.
CNB also works actively with various groups in the community to boost awareness of the
harms of drugs, and encourage advocacy and co-creation. This is done through rallying
youths’ participation in the Anti-Drug Advocate Programme and partnering with organisations
from the government, non-government and private sectors under the United Against Drugs
Coalition (UADC).
We are committed to staying ahead in the ongoing fight against drugs. The initiatives in 2017
were as follows:

7

The report on the NCADA Youth and Public Perception Survey 2015/6 was released in April 2017. A copy of the
report can be found at this URL: https://www.ncada.org.sg/docs/default-source/what-we-know/release-of-ncadaperception-survey-2015-2016-results5408f493a45c6266b305ff00000462c8.pdf
8 Youths in this age group were asked for their response to liberal statements such as “It is alright to try drugs for
a new experience”.
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Social media campaigns (#CNB247, Be
Yourself Campaign,
#SingaporeansAgainstDrugs)
Social media campaigns such as
“#SingaporeansAgainstDrugs” and “Be
Yourself” were introduced on the
CNB.DrugFreeSG social media handles.
The #SingaporeansAgainstDrugs series
featured everyday Singaporeans who
make a stand against drug abuse.
Targeted at youths aged 13 to 25, the “Be
Yourself” Campaign encouraged youths to
pursue their passions, instead of losing
themselves to drugs.

Preventive drug education toolkits
Parents, educators and National Service
commanders play critical roles as mentors.
Toolkits have been developed to assist
them in guiding youths and provides
information on the effects of drugs, reasons
as to why youths turn to drugs, and
resources on how to seek help.
The NCADA Youth and Public Perception
Survey 2015/69 found parental influence to
be very effective in deterring drug abuse.
Almost half of the secondary school and
junior college respondents were found to
have had conversations with their parents
about drugs, and 9 in 10 were less likely to
9

The report on the NCADA Youth and Public Perception Survey 2015/6 was released in April 2017 A copy of
the report can be found at this URL : https://www.ncada.org.sg/docs/default-source/what-we-know/releaseof-ncada-perception-survey-2015-2016-results5408f493a45c6266b305ff00000462c8.pdf
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abuse drugs after talking to their parents
about it.
The parents’ handbook was therefore
launched in April 2017 to encourage
parents to start conversations with their
children on the dangers of drug abuse.
Over 300,000 copies of the Parents’
Information
Brochure
have
been
distributed. All toolkits and handbooks are
available online at www.cnb.gov.sg.

Mobile applications developed to
highlight dangers of drug abuse
In collaboration with Nanyang Polytechnic’s
School of Interactive and Digital Media, an
anti-drug
mobile
application
game,
‘Narcaution’, was developed and officially
launched at the CNB Workplan Seminar in
April 2017.
The game is centred on the story of an antidrug protagonist protecting Earth from
various drug lords, and provides an
immersive experience to transform the way
anti-drug messages are pushed out to
youths. The effects of drug abuse are also
represented metaphorically in the game to
allow players to experience them through
game play, and factual information of drugs
is also compiled for players’ reference.
CNB also worked with Dr Roger Ho from
the National University of Singapore and Dr
Melvyn Zhang, from the Institute of Mental
Health to develop a PDE mobile application
which highlights the dangers of drug abuse
to our youths, especially for students going
for overseas exchange programmes.
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Latest technologies incorporated into
PDE Roadshows at Institutes of Higher
Learning (IHLs)
CNB strives to create a sustainable, antidrug presence in educational institutions. In
2017, CNB launched a new large-scale
roadshow concept in IHLs, which provides
a more interactive and personalised
experience for students. Through virtual
reality technologies and facial scanning
digital displays, students witnessed firsthand how drug abuse affects their wellbeing.

PDE videos to promote a drug-free
lifestyle
CNB also commissioned eight PDE videos
ranging from short-film dramas to
documentary-style interviews with exabusers, to promote the importance of a
drug-free lifestyle.
In order for PDE messages to be effectively
put forth to other youths in a youth-centric
and light-hearted manner, CNB also
explored new partnerships with young,
local filmmakers in 2017, including a group
of students from ITE College West.
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Anti-drug Ambassador Activity (AAA)
booklet
To promote independent learning and
thinking skills through hands-on activities,
the AAA booklets are distributed to primary
schools and community organisations
annually. Since its inception in 2004, CNB
has seen 468,000 AAA participants, with
113 schools and 43,082 participants
engaged in 2017 alone.
Children aged 10 to 12 years are
encouraged to complete a series of
activities in the booklet, which include
conducting online research on drug effects,
and interviewing friends and family
members on their knowledge of drugs. This
year, participating schools showcased their
students’ submissions at the end of the
activity period, with 10 primary schools,
including Alexandra Primary School,
Greendale Primary School and Yumin
Primary School, winning prizes for the best
montage exhibition.
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PARTNERING THE LOCAL COMMUNITY AND FOREIGN COUNTERPARTS IN THE
FIGHT AGAINST DRUGS
CNB cannot fight drug abuse alone, and needs community support to sustain the movement.
Beyond educating and inculcating anti-drug attitudes in our youths, it is critical to empower
youths to become leaders amongst their peers.
Youth Anti-Drug Advocate (ADA)
Programme
The ADA programme identifies and equips
youth advocates with the knowledge to
spread anti-drug messages.
The
advocates are encouraged to speak out on
the anti-drug cause and to generate
support within their own circle of friends.
Youths who sign up will gain an
understanding of Singapore’s drug policies
and the harmful effects of drugs. As part of
the experiential learning, they will also visit
halfway houses and drug rehabilitation
centres to hear first-hand accounts of the
harms of drug abuse.

Anti-Drug Abuse Advocacy (A3)
Network
NCADA established the A3 Network to
provide a platform for Singapore’s anti-drug
advocates to connect and bond.
The A3 Network brings together individuals
who are passionate about keeping
Singapore drug-free, and provides them
with advocacy training and updates on local
drug issues and trends. This allows them to
keep abreast of the local drug situation, and
facilitate their efforts in garnering support
for a drug-free Singapore.
United Against Drugs Coalition (UADC)
Launched in April 2017, the UADC is an
anti-drug alliance for organisations based
in Singapore. It aims to raise awareness of
drug abuse in our society and rally support
from different organisations to advocate for
a drug-free Singapore.
Currently, there are more than 50
organisations in the UADC, including
private
business
organisations
like
Singapore Post, and Fly Entertainment.
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Through the support and communications
platforms of these organisations, CNB
conveys the crucial message that drugs
have no place in our society, and that nongovernment organisations and private
businesses alike are equally supportive of
a drug-free Singapore to safeguard the
health and interests of our people.

Positive influencers
Positive influencers have substantial
impact in capturing youths’ attention and
shaping their attitudes and behaviours
towards certain causes. Tapping on their
influence to promote the anti-drug cause
can therefore go a long way compared to
simply telling youths that drugs are harmful.
In January 2017, national footballer Irfan
Fandi was appointed as an anti-drug
advocate. As part of his advocacy efforts,
he participated in a friendly football match
with underprivileged children and youthsat-risk, encouraging them to pursue their
own passions.
In September 2017, local comedian and
CEO of talent agency FLY Entertainment,
Irene Ang, spoke about the detrimental
consequences drug abuse brings to
abusers’ friends and family. In a drug
awareness video by FLY Entertainment
which garnered significant traction on
popular social media sites, she spoke about
her mother’s long-time addiction to drugs,
how it had impacted her childhood
negatively and urged her followers to stay
drug-free.
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International Day Against Drug Abuse
and Illicit Trafficking
To commemorate the annual ‘International
Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit
Trafficking’ on 26 June 2017, officers from
CNB and volunteers took to the streets to
distribute 600,000 information cards and
guitar pick keychains - with the tagline “For
a #DrugFreeSG” - to members of public
islandwide.

Anti-Drug Abuse Campaign (ADAC)
The Year 2017 marked CNB’s 22nd ADAC,
and music and dance were selected as
anchor activities.
On 16 June 2017, a music concert,
featuring popular local artistes such as
Taufik Batisah, The Sam Willows, Inch
Chua, THELIONCITYBOY and Scarlet
Avenue, was held for a crowd of 2,000.
Four groups of youths were also selected in
a music programme and mentored by the
artistes to perform together with them
onstage.
The music concert aimed to encourage
youths to embrace a drug-free lifestyle, and
urged them to pursue their interests and
aspirations rather than seek fleeting
moments of happiness with drugs. The
event also included a mentorship
programme to emphasise the importance of
peer influence and guidance.
DanceWorks! Competition
Held in conjunction with the annual ADAC,
DanceWorks! is an anti-drug dance
competition that provides a vibrant platform
for youths to spread anti-drug messages
through dance.
In addition to the group choreography
segment, Danceworks! 2017 saw the
introduction of a new ‘Free-Style Battle’
dance category to promote anti-drug
awareness among older youths. It featured
a Professional-Amateur duo battle format,
requiring professional dancers to pair with
amateurs for the competition.
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GURD Club
In October 2017, CNB set up a pop-up
installation, “GURD CLUB” (‘DRUG’ spelt
backwards) to raise awareness among
young adults on the harmful effects and
negative consequences of drugs through a
multi-sensory experience at The Cathay.
Marketed as a pop-up underground club,
more than 2,000 participants were treated
to an interactive simulation of the shortlived highs and crashing lows of drug
consumption.
After the experience, participants were
encouraged to pledge their support for a
drug free Singapore with stickers to form an
anti-drug ribbon.

Asia Pacific Forum Against Drugs
(APFAD) 2017
Organised by NCADA, the 2nd APFAD was
held on 26 October 2017. More than 180
anti-drug advocates from local and foreign
NGOs, civil society groups and government
agencies came together to network and
discuss about the strengthening of antidrug strategies.
Themed “Together, A Drug-Free World For
Our Children”, the forum saw local and
foreign speakers covering topics ranging
from preventive drug education to
community efforts in promoting anti-drug
advocacy.
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NOTE: All figures in this report are confirmed. In this report, 2017 refers to the period 1 January 2017 to 31 December 2017.
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