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DRUG SEIZURES UP, SITUATION EXPECTED TO WORSENi
The Central Narcotics Bureau (CNB) seized approximately $7.8 million worth of drugs in the first
half of 2011, which is about $1.9 million more compared to the same period of 2010. Other than
‘Ecstasy’, buprenorphine and ketamine, the other major drug types saw increased seizures.
Compared to the first-half of 2010, there was a 21% increase, or 300 persons increase in the
number of drug abusers arrested in the first half of 2011. CNB expects the full year arrest numbers
to similarly show an increase.
Heroin and methamphetamine continue to be the top two drugs of choice, with heroin and
methamphetamine abusers making up approximately 91% of all drug abusers arrested.

Drug Seizures – First-Half 2011ii
Larger quantities of heroin, cannabis, methamphetamine and nimetazepam were seized in the firsthalf of 2011 as compared to the same period in 2010. The increases ranged from 3% to 856%.
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Drug Abusers Arrested
Sustained enforcement efforts saw an increase in the number of drug abusers arrested
arre
in the firsthalf of 2011, with 1,756 drug abusers arrested, as compared to 1,456 drug abusers arrested in the
first-half
half of 2010, an increase of 21%.. However, the number of new drug abusers arrested in the
first-half of 2011 registered a decrease of 12%, or 79 abusers.
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Drugs Abused
Heroin
roin and methamphetamine remain the top two drugs of choice. Together, they account for
approximately 91% of all drug abusers arrested in the first-half
first
of 2011.
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Compared to the first-half of 2010, the number of heroin abusers arrested in the same period of
2011 was 1027, an increase of 20%.
20
Methamphetamine abusers arrested in the first-half of 2011
saw a 68% increase,
ncrease, from 339 abusers to 568 abusers arrested.
Among new abusers arrested in the first-half
first half of 2011, heroin and methamphetamine were also the
top two drugs of choice,, with new heroin abusers at 148, and new
w methamphetamine abusers at
344.. The number of new heroin abusers arrested in the first-half
first
of 2011 saw a decrease of 41%, or
101 abusers, over the same period in 2010. Comparatively, the
t
344 new methamphetamine
abusers arrested in the first half
lf of 2011
201 was an increase of 38% from the 249 arrested in the same
period in 2010.

Drug Abusers Arrested – Breakdown by Ethnic Groups
Comparing the first-half
half of 2011 with that of 2010, the number of drug abusers increased across
ethnic groups except for those of “Others”. The number of Chinese
nese drug abusers increased by 16%,
while the number of Malay and Indian drug abusers increased
in
by 21% and 36% respectively. The
number of new abusers across all ethnic groups has shown a slight decrease, except for those from
the Malay ethnic group, whose number has increased slightly by 2.
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Drug Abusers Arrested – Breakdown by Age Groups
The age distribution of total abusers arrested in the first-half
first half of 2011 remained similar to that of the
same period last year. Drug abusers in the 40 and above age group continued to form the biggest
group at 43%.. Drug abusers in the 20 to 29 and 30 to 39 age group were evenly distributed at 25%
and 24% respectively.

Total Abusers by Age - Jan to Jun 2011
146, 8%
754,, 43%

439, 25%

417, 24%

Below 20

20-29

30-39

40 & above

Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding off.

For new drug abusers, the age distribution differed from that of total abusers arrested. New drug
abusers in the 20 to 29 age group formed the biggest group at 47%.. New drug abusers in the other
age groups were relatively evenly distributed.
New Abusers by Age - Jan to Jun 2011
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Percentages
ages may not add up to 100% due to rounding off.

4

CENTRAL NARCOTICS BUREAU

PREVENTIVE DRUG EDUCATION & COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Preventive Drug Education has always been a key tenet in CNB’s anti-drugs efforts as we strongly
believe that while strong enforcement efforts serve as a deterrent, education is just as important to
prevent anyone from going down the wrong path. In the first half of 2011, CNB engaged in this
effort by holding various events as well as reaching out to different groups in society.

Activities to stimulate both the mind and the body
In the first half of 2011, CNB embarked on activities that spread the anti-drug message through
stimulating both the body and mind. The Anti-Drug Essay and Poetry Writing Competition, in its 10th
year of running, took place between February and April 2011. The competition aims to encourage
students to explore drug-related issues and share their thoughts in writing, taking with them a
greater awareness of drug problems. A total of 10,138 entries from 154, primary, secondary and
international schools were received with some entries being compiled into electronic booklets
which will be available on the CNB PDE’s web portal.
DanceWorks! 2011 was another event which took place between February and April 2011. This
year’s event saw the participation of more than 500 participants from 54 schools and non-school
teams. With 2011’s tagline, ‘Dance Against Drugs’ the competition encouraged youth’s engagement
in a drug-free lifestyle through dance. Participants were required to weave the anti-theme message
in their dance routines and take part in a pre-event fringe activity segments revolving around the
tagline “D.A.N.C.E – Drugs Are Not Cool Ever!”

DanceWorks! Cat I @ Toa Payoh Hub

DanceWorks! Grand Finals @ Titanium

DanceWorks! Cat I Winners – NV Groove Crew

DanceWorks! Cat 11 Winners – Nutz Crew
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Anti-Drug Abuse Campaign 2011
In May 2011, CNB together with the National Council Against Drug Abuse (NCADA) organised a
series of events that would span from June till the end of the year. This year’s Anti-Drug Abuse
Campaign was launched to coincide with the International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit
Trafficking on 26 June. Recognising that youths and students were a key target group of the ADAC,
CNB and NCADA engaged students from Singapore Polytechnic’s School of Architecture and the
Built Environment to conceptualise and organise a series of activities for the campaign, in a bid to
make the activities more relevant and appealing to youths, who are our main target audience.
These efforts culminated in the successful record-breaking attempt
during the ADAC launch event from 24-26 June. About 100 students
from various secondary schools in Singapore came together to build
Singapore’s largest sculpture made of binder clips which was aptly
in the shape of a windmill signifying this year’s campaign theme
‘Life Does Not Rewind. Make The Right Choice’. The event included
an anti-drug exhibit and
game booths featuring
anti-drug elements at the
event venue over three
days which saw both the
young and old learning
about the dangers of drugs
in a fun way.

CNB collaborated with Singapore Polytechnic in the organisation of Sportzamania which was held
on 24 Jul at Sport Planet East Coast. The event sought to spread the anti-drug message by
encouraging families to engage in sports together. Mr Masagos Zulkifli, the Minister of State for
Home Affairs and Foreign Affairs, the Guest of Honour for the event, gave away the prizes to the
winning teams from 80 teams (with about 600 youths) which took part in the Futsal and Captain
Ball Tournaments on the day.
Reaching out to Ex-Abusers and their families
Anti-drug brochure for ex-abusers

In addition to our youth outreach efforts, CNB has also taken steps to reach out to an older group of
ex-drug abusers, such as by distributing anti-drug materials to ex-abusers
and their families. Together with the Singapore Prison Service (SPS) and
the Singapore Corporation of Rehabilitative Enterprises (SCORE), CNB has
developed customised materials to better complement overall
rehabilitation efforts.
One such initiative is the screening of educational videos to ex-abusers
and drug supervisees, featuring interviews with a doctor and reformed
drug abusers. The videos are aimed to inspire or motivate viewers to
remain drug-free, and at the same time, drive home a deterrent message
on the consequences of drug abuse. A booklet on the LT regime, penalties
for repeat offenders, anti-addiction programmes and useful helplines was
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also printed in the four official languages as a source of information for ex-offenders and their
families.
Collaboration with Community Partners and Self-help groups
In the first half of 2011, CNB, in cooperation Ang Mo Kio Division of the Singapore Police Force,
conducted 15 anti-drug talks to at-risk youths under the SPF’s ‘Project Green Leaf’. The dangers of
drug and inhalant substance abuse were explained to identified at-risk students. At the same time,
CNB also worked together with the Singapore Anti-Narcotics Agency (SANA) in support of its AntiDrug and Inhalant Abuse Badge Scheme aimed at students as well as in support of CDAC’s open
houses meant for residents and youths.
Outreach through student publications
Continuing our trend in reaching out to students through popular student publications, CNB ran
PDE editorials in both ‘IN’ and ‘Little Red Dot’. Similarly, CNB also engaged ‘Gen G’ and ‘i3’ Berita
Harian’s 2-1 weekly student publication in 2010, to reach out to Malay students and ‘Manavaar
Murasu and Illaya Murasu in 2010 to reach out to Indian students and youths.
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INHALANT ABUSE SITUATION JAN TO JUN 2011
INHALANT ABUSE SITUATION CONTINUES TO IMPROVE
The inhalant abuse situation in Singapore continues to show improvement.
improvement Inhalant abusers
arrested declined markedly – from 302 in the
t first half of 2010 to only 95 in the first half of 2011.
There were no significant changes in the profile of inhalant abusers arrested.
Inhalant abuse situation 1H 2011
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Repeat Inhalant Abusers

There
re were fewer arrests of both new and repeat inhalant abusers. 42 new inhalant abusers were
arrested in 1H11 compared to 214 the same period last year, an 80%
80% decrease. Similarly arrests of
repeat inhalant abusers declined about 40% from 88 in 1H 10 to 53 in 1H11. There were less
inhalant abusers arrested in 1H11 across all age groups compared to 1H10. Youths under the age of
20 continue to make up the majority at approximately 61%
61% of all inhalant abusers arrested in 1H11.

Inhalant abusers by age group
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The Chinese and Malay ethnic groups continue to comprise the majority of inhalant abusers
arrested.
Inhalant abusers by ethnic group
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CONTINUING EFFORTS AGAINST INHALANT ABUSE
For inhalants products such as glue which are easily available and have common and legitimate
usage, CNB seeks the assistance of shopkeepers to avoid selling products to persons who may be
abusing them. Letters of Notice and Letters of Advice are sent to all relevant shopkeepers in a
particular vicinity when CNB receives information that inhalant abusers frequent and purchase
products in that area. CNB also provides posters and other anti-inhalant
anti inhalant materials to these shops to
serve as public education and reminders.
Recognising the dangers of peer pressure,
pressure, CNB has worked together with schools to identify friends
of known inhalant abusers to conduct focused school talks and to warn them of the dangers and
consequences of inhalant abuse. Since Aug 2007, 59 such talks have been delivered to 978 students
in 73 schools.
CNB also conducts anti-drug
drug and inhalant abuse school assembly talks targeted at the general
student population. Since 2007, CNB conducts more than 100 such school talks every year. From
January to June this year, CNB has conducted 89 such talks.
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THE DANGERS OF INHALANT ABUSE IF LEFT UNCHECKED
Youths under the age of 20 comprise 61% of inhalant abusers arrested in the 1st half of 2011. Many
youths may be under the impression that compared to controlled drugs, inhalants cause less harm
to the body. This misconception coupled with the fact that most inhalants are considerably
inexpensive and easily available, may lead to youths finding easy escape routes from their problems
through inhalant abuse.
Early detection is the key to prevention of inhalant abuse. Everyone has a role to play in this
prevention effort including parents, caregivers, teachers and friends. Anyone who suspects that a
loved one is engaging in inhalant abuse or has information pertaining to the indiscriminate selling
or distribution of inhalants is advised to alert CNB by calling our hotline at 1800-3256666.

END OF NEWS RELEASE
ISSUED BY:
CENTRAL NARCOTICS BUREAU
22 September 2011
(Updated Aug 2012)
All figures in this report have been finalised. In this report, 2011 refers to the period 1 Jan 2011 to 30
June 2011.
i

ii Drug seizures in this report are for the most significantly abused controlled drugs listed in the Misuse
of Drugs Act, and are not an exhaustive list of CNB’s seizures. For instance, small amounts of Opium
(26.36 grams).
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