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MISUSE OF DRUGS ACT (MDA)

MISUSE OF DRUG REGULATIONS (MDR)

CORRUPTION, DRUG TRAFFICKING AND OTHER SERIOUS CRIMES
(CONFISCATION OF BENEFITS) ACT (CDSA)

ORGANISED CRIME ACT (OCA)

INTOXICATING SUBSTANCES ACT (INSA)
CRIMINAL PROCEDURE CODE (CPC)

EVIDENCE ACT



MISUSE OF DRUGS ACGT

The Misuse of Drugs Act 1973 (MDA) serves as the legal instrument that allows
Singapore to maintain a strong stand against illicit drugs.

Tackles the spread Protects our children Authorises CNB to detect Rehabilitation regime
of drug activities and youths and deter drug activities for drug abusers “
NN
Criminalises activities such as the Criminalises the exposure of Fquips CNB officers with authority Provides GNB and the Singapore  —
trafficking, manufacturing children and youths to drugs and to make arrests, conduct Prison Service with the powers to
mporting/exporting, possession and recruiting them for drug activities, investigations, and collect urineand ~ Carry out renabilitation programmes

consumption of illicit drugs as wel and making it mandatory for hair samples to detect drug abuse,  fordrug abusers.
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% oromote drug abuse and drug- counselling with yoth abusers.
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Common Offences under the MDA 1973 SUTSIDE SINGAPORE
= A‘DVIS(D)RY
Sec 9: Trafficking in Sec 8a: Possession of Sec 8h: Consumption “Sec 8A: Consumption of
controlled drugs controlled drugs of controlled drugs drugs outside Singapore
e |ncludes selling, giving, administering, e Punishment: imprisonment of up « [tisan offence to consume, + Itisan offence for a Singapore
transporting, sending, delivering, to 10 years, or a fine not smoke or administer a controlled Citizen or Permanent Resident to
distributing, or even offering to do any exceeding $$20,000, or both. or specified drug in Singapore. consume a controlled or specified
of these acts. drug outside Singapore.
e Punishment: imprisonment of up
- Penalty ranges from imprisonment to 10 years, or a fine not - Person may be dealt with as if the
AND caning, to the mandatory death exceeding $$20,000, or both offence had been committed in
penalty, depending on the class and Singapore.

quantity of drug trafficked.
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Common Offences under the MDA 1973

Sec 3: Possession of Sec 11: Responsibilities Sec 11A, 11B, 11C and 11D: Contaminative behaviours
pipes, utensils, etc of owners, etec. that facilitate or promote drug use
+ Itis an offence to be in possession of + The owner, tenant, occupier or  Itisan offence to:
any pipe, syringe, utensil, apparatus or person-in-charge of any place or o Arrange or plan gatherings where controlled drugs are to be
any article intended for the smoking, premises must not allow drug consumed/trafficked
administration or consumption of a activities (i.e. consumption, o Expose a child (any person below 16 y/0) to drugs
controlled drug. trafficking, manufacturing, etc.
. : 8 elc) o Introduce a person to a drug trafficker
to be conducted in the place or
- Punishment: imprisonment of up to 3 remises. o [eachor provide information on drug-related activities to others
years, or a fine not exceeding o Disseminate or publish information on drug-related activities (e.g.
$$10.000. or hoth sharing of information on group chat, making a post on FB, etc.)
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DRUG ABUSERS REHABILITATION PATHWAYS

« Singapore offers differentiated pathways of rehabilitation and treatment, to help abusers successfully reintegrate into society and
help reduce recidivism.

« Abusers caught purely for drug consumption offences (and are not facing other criminal charges) can be sent for treatment and
rehabilitation instead of being charged in Court.

ATL . X
o Enhanced Direct Supervision Order * F”St'tlme drug abusers may be p|aced
owrist | > Il (EDSO0) (Community-based renab by on the Drug Supervision Scheme or

SANA)

admitted to the Drug Rehabilitation
Centre  (DRC) for treatment and
rehabilitation,

I

Moderate
risk

Drug
Rehabilitation Centre

e (Rehabilitation under SPS)

e The pathways of recovery depend on
the abusers’ assessed risk  of
reoffending.

High risk >
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YOUTH DRUG ABUSERS REHABILITATION PATHWAYS

Youth drug abusers are supported through different
programs based on their risk profile, age, and gender:

| YOUTH ENHANCED SUPERVISION (YES) SCHEME
Low Risk . Co.unsellin.g and case work by Social Service agencies o . - .
5 E;Lréi(zfst;réiia;’iseparatevenue (YPRC) to prevent contamination from ° LOW'R'Sk Youth |den’[|f|ed ’[hrough psychologmal
= assessments, they are placed in the Youth
- ~N Enhanced Supervision Scheme (YES). They avoid
st Time Young treatment and rehabilitation in the DRC and insteac
Abusers |t e el Ty e receive  Urine  supervision,  casework, anc
' i |+ Allowed education / employmen SUPERVISION ' ' ' '
rgeabolow 21 sk e o L A i counselling from social service agencies.
* Urine testing ] . o
N | = v |+ Moderate and High-Risk Vouth: These individuals
p ~ | Reporting are sent to the Community Rehabilitation Centre
e (CRC) or the Drug Rehabilitation Centre (DRC),
DRUG REHABILITATION CENTRE (YPRC) | .
| Highisk | - il detonficaton phiase respectively. After discharge, they must undergo
e Compulsory reha counsellin o
\_ y pulsoryrehab : up to 5 years of compulsory drug supervision,

\ 7\ / including regular urine tests.



A NEED FOR TOUGH LAWS

Drug abuse is not a victimless offence, impacting individual health, straining relationships, burdening communities
economically and legally, and compromising public safety.

THESTRAITSTIMES THESTRAITS TIMES THESTRAITSTIMES
L , CNB officer finds 10-month-old
Killing of Nonei (2006) Woman taklng Ice while 3

Guilty As Charged: Man months pregnant among 117 crying child during drug raid & Baby fo.und in squalid
dunked Stcpdaughtcr Suspected drug Offenders makes baby formUla fOr her ﬂat dLll‘lng recent dl'ng

Nonol, 2, in pail of water, nabbed bust; mother was
killing her S | abusing Ice near him

When the two-vear-old girl went missing,
her stepdad joined the search. But it was

he who had murdered her, and hidden the

body

A photo of the scene shows a mattress on the floor of the
unit with rubbish, bottles and drug paraphernalia strewn
around.

g-taking equipment (left) and 84g of the drug Ice were
ed from a residential unit near Toa Payoh Lorong 1




NEED FOR TOUGH LAWS

Death Penalty in Singapore

Mandatory Death Penalty Discretionary Death Penalty

I“ Slngapore, the death INT:S;:)OEF;AL TSSZ%T'LSGT F:JRSEEAC;;S TRQAS::\'::[::SSS(I;::N[I)’:SQET NON-I::J::EIRONAL KIDNAPPING
penalty is used only
against the most serious

- Kidnapping Use of Firearms Opium Trafficking
crimes that cause grave —

harm to others and to 3 wég o4 @

|
society
. 1958-1960 1961-1963 1973 1974 1990 1994

» The death penalty was introduced * The death penalty was * The death penalty was
in 1961. introduced in 1973. introduced in 1990.

* In the three years before * Number of firearms offences *» Compared to the four-year period
introduction, there was an average dropped by 39%, from 174 cases prior to introduction, there was a
of 29 cases per year. In the three in 1973 to 106 cases in 1974, 66% reduction in the average net
years after, this has dropped to an « Firearms offences are rare today. weight of opium trafficked into
average of 1 case per year. Singapore in the four-year period

* It has remained low since then. after introduction.

1117777 1]) )/

The death penalty has been effective in deterring the most serious offences.




A NEED FOR TOUGH LAWS

Death Penalty in Singapore

MHA survey commissioned in 2023 found that majority of respondents agreed that the death penalty:

 Should be used and had a deterrent effect against the most serious crimes (trafficking a significant
amount of drugs, firearm offences and intentional murder)

* |s more effective than life imprisonment in deterring these crimes

People who agree the mandatory death penalty is People who agree the death penalty is an effective
appropriate for: deterrent against:

2023 2021 92023 2021

Drug trafficking Drug trafficking

Firearm offences Firearm offences

Intentional murder

Intentional murder




Drug Traffickers, and the drugs
they traffic, cause immense harm
to abusers, their families, and the
society. Our robust law
enforcement and tough stance
against drugs have kept Singapore
largely free from drugs and crimes.

A NEED FOR TOUGH LAWS

Death Penalty in Singapore

Impact of Deterrence on Behaviour of Drug Traffickers

A study by MHA in 2018 showed that ‘ ‘ Because for what | know,
| take this size, 509, just go [to jail] for
trafficking not go to hang. For what |
know, if 2509 or 5009 or 1to 2 kilo, that
one hang one.”

= Convicted Drug Trafficker

convicted drug traffickers who were more
aware of the death penalty trafficked below
the threshold that attracted the death penalty
than those who were not.

soo0| [>40%] Drug Abusers Arrested
& * CNB arrested about 6000 abusers per year in the 1990s, Now, it arrests about
i‘* 3000- 3500 abusers per year.

3001, This is a large number of people, potential abusers, and families whose lives

19905  Now have been saved,




A NEED FOR TOUGH LAWS

Death Penalty in Singapore

Perception of Residents in Regional Countries
on Singapore’s Crime Situation, Law and Safety

» Residents in regional countries feel that our laws are effective and the strict punishments deter
serious offences.

» MHA specifically commissioned a study on persons from parts of the region outside Singapore.
These are places from where most of our arrested drug traffickers have come from in recent years.

©

82% 69% 83%

believed the death penalty deters believed the death penalty is more believed that the death penalty
others from committing serious effective in discouraging people makes people not want to traffic
crimes in Singapore. from committing serious crimes, as substantial amounts of drugs
compared to life imprisonment, into Singapore. of Moy,

Sources: Impact of Deterrence on the Decision-Making Process of Convicted Drug Traffickers, Ministry of Home Affairs, 2019;
and Opinions of Residents in Regional Countries on Singapore's Crime Situation, Law and Safety, Ministry of Home Affairs, 2021.




Supporting the death penalty in Singapore is crucial for deterring
serious crimes, ensuring public safety and justice, and upholding
the rule of law. Statistics show that it helps lower crime rates,
especially in drug trafficking and violent crime. Maintaining capital
punishment reflects Singapore’s commitment to addressing severe
offenses with appropriate gravity, reinforcing justice and societal
order. The strong public support underscores its role in preserving
safety and delivering justice.
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THANK YOU

We hape you find this set of resources useful.
Let’'s work together towards a drug-free society!
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